BOOK I

SOWING THE WIND
Chapter I : Lucy Walter
I MUST confess to a lifelong habit of taking my history
dramatically* If I cannot get it in the form of plays,
which is the best form of all, I like to read it in the lives of
the actors and make my own drama of it. I am sure there
is more truth to be obtained in that way than in relying in
too docile a spirit upon state papers, which appear to have
been cunningly drafted with intent to deceive, and still do
deceive really learned and scholarly historians,
There are plenty of official and other documents relating
to the Bloody Assize and the historical events that led up
to it ; but they do not, as far as I can discover, explain
to you why this terrible event should have happened in
a comparatively civilized community. And to my mind,
although no doubt the basic cause of the affair was the clash
and hatred of rival religious organizations, the actual human
beings who brought about these horrors were essentially
comedians* Monmouth, the leader of the Rebellion, was
not a hero but a walking gentleman ; Titus Gates is a low
comedy buffoon ; Jeffreys, the villain of the piece, but for
his lust of cruelty, would be a comic villain,
And it was to give these three characters opportunity to
display their talents that our old-fashioned stage manager,
the Devil, seems to have planned the scenario of the
spectacular melodrama which we call the Bloody Assize.
As I read the story I feel sure these three parts are
the r61es that the best actors would choose for them-
selves, They have the most lines to speak. They are
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